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with success I shall owe it chiefly to the grandeur and majesty
of the subject. However, I do not think that I have been
totally deficient in genius. When I have seen what so many
great men in both France and Germany have written before
me I have been lost in admiration; but I have not lost my
courage: I have said with Correggio, And I also am a painter"
The Age of Reason, this trim * Europe '—compact, satisfied
with itself, knowing what it knew, worldly, a little cynical,
humane, religious but not' devout,' tolerant, progressive, slow
—came to an end in the French Revolution and the European
war, a civil war among the trustees of Western civilization.
What precipitated the crash ?
The people who lived at the time of the great catastrophe
could scarcely be expected to discern its ultimate causes. Ten
or fifteen years after the struggle was over William Hazlitt,
looking back in the fullness of knowledge, ascribed the ultimate
cause to the invention of printing:
The French Revolution might be described as a remote but
inevitable result of the invention of the art of printing. The gift
of speech, or the communication of thought by words, is that
which distinguishes man from other animals. But this faculty
is limited and imperfect without the intervention of books,
which render the knowledge possessed by every one in the
community accessible to all. There is no doubt, then, that the
press (as it has existed in modern times) is the great organ of
intellectual improvement and civilization. It was impossible in
this point of view, that those institutions, which were founded
in a state of society and manners long anterior to this second
breathing of understanding into the life of man, should remain
on the same proud footing after it, with all their disproportions
and defects. Many of these, indeed, must be softened by the
lapse of time and influence of opinion, and give way of their own
accord: but others are too deeply rooted in the passions and
interests of men to be wrenched asunder without violence, or by
the mutual consent of the parties concerned; and it is this which
makes revolutions necessary, with their train of lasting good and
present evil.1
1 William Hazlitt, The Life of Napoleon (1853), vol. i, p. 38-

